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Cal Shakes returns with
‘The Winter’s Tale’

By Lou Fancher

“Infuriating, hideous, com-
fortable, cooperative, divisive,
dystopic, transformative,
technological, popcorn, lost,
frustrating, light, dark,
isolating.”

These words were spoken
at a Sept. 5 preview perfor-
mance as California Shake-
speare Theater (Cal Shakes)
triumphantly returned after a
nearly two-year absence —
live! In-person! — to the Bruns
Amphitheater in Orinda, but
they were not shout-aloud cri-
tiques of the company’s pre-
sentation of Shakespeare’s
“The Winter’s Tale” in an
adaptation by Artistic Director
Eric Ting and Resident Dra-
maturg Philippa Kelly.

The wordlist quoted
above arrived from the audi-
ence in response to Ting’s
“curtain warmer” introduc-
tion (there is no actual curtain
at the outdoor venue, but im-
measurable warmth both hu-
man and environmental).
With a “welcome back” greet-
ing and a question, Ting
asked, “What words would
you use to describe the last
year?”

The company instead of
offering its customary four-
production summer schedule
in 2021 has offered artists,
nonprofits and other cultural
organizations the use of the
venue during a special Season
of Shared Light; reserving the
fall months for the singular
2021 premiere.

Receiving the dichotomies
descriptors, Ting said stories
of deep loss, the long shadow
of the Black Plague in history
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and COVID’s-still-active dark
forces, and profound, human
resilience to find the way back
to light out of darkness are
threads directly connecting
the play written in the early
1600s to contemporary expe-
riences of 2020 and 2021.
Heralding the theater com-
pany’s 30th anniversary, he
underscored the enduring na-
ture of theater as had Kelly in
her popular pre-show Grove
Talk.

When the audience asked
why present this play at this
time, Kelly replied, “It is old
folklore. It is coming back
around to origins. Antithesis
happens."

"The Winter’s Tale" is a
play written in two acts as an-
tithetic as are winter and
summer. Act I has King
Leontes and his wife Her-
moine hosting Polixenes —
King of far away Bohemia and
Leontes’ childhood friend.
Only after the urging of
Hermione to remain in their
home and company for longer
does Polixenes agree to stay.
Leontes suddenly is consumed
with jealous rage and accuses
them of having an affair. His
jealousy and suspicion drive
him to brutal decisions that
result in the loss of everything
he once held dear to his heart.
Act IT soars on entirely differ-
ent wings, with Leontes 16
years later repenting, mourn-
ing lost love and friendship
and finding his way to re-
demptive reunions. Second
chances - even rising to jovial,
rambunctious merrymaking —
he discovers through truth
and reconciliation with him-
self, his family and friends.

The play without question

presents ideas worthy of con-
templation: What is the result
in society of allegiance to
domination and extreme
power? How is honorable
grief recognized and what ac-
tions can be described as act-
ing with “better grace.” Is a
heretic the one who burns in
the fire, or the fire-setter? In
what season other than dur-
ing a pandemic is it suitable to

| search for “the time of the

season for loving,” to para-
phrase the titling and lyrics of
a well-known 1960’s pop song

~ included in Act IL

Again, this article leaves
each person who comes to Cal
Shakes and sits in the socially
distanced seats to determine
individual response and reac-
tion to the performance. But
turning to quotes selected
from the classic theater canon
by Cal Shakes supporters and
imprinted on an entry
vestibule at the Bruns Am-
phitheater; the graphic display
offers intriguing application
to the overall experience of
attending the company’s first
live performances in 2021.

From “Venus and Adonis”
— “Love comfort like sunshine
after rain.” Drawing from
“The Tempest” — “You have
cause (so have we all) of joy.”
Or the mutuality of a line
from “The Two Gentlemen of
Verona” - “One feast, one
house, one mutual
happiness.”

So it is at Cal Shakes a
house; with actors — jubilant
and fierce upon their return —
joined by artists whose magic
is woven in lights, sets,
sounds, movement and the
delivery of language and
made complete with live par-
ticipants/the audiences arriv-
ing fresh and invigorated each
and every night. Obvious in it
all is that every person is kin
to neighbors, all have hearts
pounding blood of the same
hue and draw breath from a
common need for air, for art,
for communion in the pres-
ence of other, loved and live
bodies.

Cal Shakes' "The Winter's
Tale" runs through Sept. 26.
(Note to ticket holders: Be sure
to review Cal Shake’s thor-
ough COVID Safety Precau-
tions online at calshakes.org
or in ticket confirmation
emails and texts.)

Gold Coast Chamber Players kick off
season with ‘Spheres of Influence’

Submitted by Pamela
Freund-Striplen

The Gold Coast Chamber Play-
ers return to the stage Sept. 18
with “Spheres of Influence,”
the first of a series of five con-
certs named Best Concert Se-
ries of the East Bay 2021 by
Diablo Magazine, kicking off
the season with a colorful
program of French, Chinese
and Japanese music.

Each performance is held
at the Don Tatzin Community
Hall at the Lafayette Library,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd. in
Lafayette. Concerts begin at
7:30 p.m. with a pre-concert
talk at 7 p.m. Tickets include
an option to watch the perfor-
mance virtually from Sept. 20-
27. An outdoor reception fol-
lows the performance. GCCP
follows county health guide-
lines and patrons must submit
proof of vaccination and wear

masks indoors.

This program continues
last season’s theme of love
and diversity by highlighting
two Asian composers whose
rich soundscapes are akin to
French Impressionists. Ching-
chu Hu’s inspiration for his
sextet, “Spheres of Influence,”
comes from the idea that our
identity is in part formed by
those around us. Professor
Ching-chu Hu, streaming in
from Denison University in
Ohio, will be joined by local
composer Shinji Eshima
(composer of San Francisco
Ballet’s ‘Raku’) for a pre-
concert talk. Mr. Eshima’s
“Bariolage” for cello and bass
is a captivating work, explor-
ing a sensual array of sounds.

The concert begins with
the Ravel Sonata for cello and
bass, dedicated to the memory
of Claude Debussy. Debussy
sought a new music of color,
sensation, fleeting mood and
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relaxed form that would be
distinctively French, as well as
distinctively his own. Debussy
established a new style known
as "Impressionism" and his
only string quartet will be
performed following the Ravel
Sonata.

San Francisco Symphony
members Principal Second
Violin Dan Carlson, Assistant
Principal cellist Amos Yang
and bassist Charles Chandler
are joined by leading mem-
bers of the San Francisco
Opera Orchestra, violinist
Dian Zhang and violist Joy
Fellows, along with violist
Pamela Freund-Striplen.

Purchase single tickets
and discounted subscriptions
online at www.GCCPmu-
sic.com or by calling (925) 283-
3728. Visit gccpmusic.com to
find regular updates about
concert offerings, to make do-
nations, and to purchase tick-
ets.

AHNTIGUA DOORS

925-283-8933 or

antiguadoors.com

Make an appointment
sales@antiguadoors.com

Got gas? Many people
think plumbers deal only
with water and sewage.
Not true! We install and
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.
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eapFrog Loot |
$25 off |
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LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation

* Fire pits & patio heaters over $600° [
T

* Pool heaters & hot tubs " LeapFrog Loot I
* Natural gas barbecues I
$100 off !

We're poly-pipe certified, (better than iron) |
Approved vendors of PG&E 1 Tankless water heater I
1 installation” |

*1 coupon per servnce, exp 9/29/21

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

. ©29377-6600 =

920641 Www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Mo’s sizzling
summer
specials...

* Outdoor kitchens

* New gas lines for cooktops
and dryers

Surprisingly
great rates

right around
the corner.

Kelly Sopak, Agent Insurance
Lic#:0D03981 1 Northwood
Drive Suite 1 Orinda, CA 94563
Bus: 925-253-7700

Email: kelly@kellysopak.com
Website: www.kellysopak.com

I'm your one-stop shop for
the service you deserve at a
price you want. Call me for
surprisingly great rates and
Good Neighbor service right
in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm-

2001878






